





CONTENTS

Guest Editorial "Hacking Around"
Meade Frierson IIT 6 ¢ © 0o ® 6 6 o @ 0 O O

‘Forged Minutes ' T
Wade Gilbreath . . 6 ¢ 6 6 & 5 © e ® & ® © 8 @& © 6

- .Con Reports _
Tindse Riley o o« o 0 o 8 0 8 6 6 5 v o o 9 0 & o [

Pictorial Article "Circulation 2"
Kim Huett 8 © © & O 8 a4 06 ¢ @ & ©o e 5 O O b © B 8

Forged Figures
. Jane Gray e 6 © @ 6 o o @ 0 6 6 5 © © 0 @& O o o 11

Book Review "Foundation's Edge"
Pat Gibbs © & o v 6 0o @ © @ & 0 3 & O o & O o O 12

Zine Reviews '
Valerie McKnight e« 6 © 0o @ © 6 o & & 0 o O o 0 o lu

The ANVIL Chorus
Letters 6 © 6 06 6 o 6 o © 0 % @ 6 9 6 o & & 0 ©° 19

"Art Credits & ‘
Next meetings e 0o ¢ 06 @ 0 o & 6 @ ¢ ® 6 O o o O 28

RV R VRV RV VR VR VIR VR VR VR VR VRV UK U VR TR TR TR VR Y VIR VK 0,848, 87 80 80 80 808 30,8280 88 80 87 N2 N0, N0 N2 8P, PRYRY
B TR T T O R T e o T T A R [ T T

.
%
5%
als
%

ANVIL 26, February-March, 1983, is the clubzine of the
Birmingham Science Fiction Club, .

Edited by Cherlotte Proctor - LoC Editor, Wade Gilbreath

'ANVIL is availéble for LoC, trade, contribution or 6 for $5
sent to: P, O, Box 57031, Birmingham, Alabama, 35259-7031

ANVIL was typed on an old Royal manual and a new Prother
electric--1t was copied on a Rex-Rotary mimeo. The cover
was Xeroxed,



%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%‘é

% GUEST EDITORTIAL fé
SIS

HACKING AROUND
by Meade Frierson III

Fandom has long been occupied by computer types - people who are
programmers and so forthe, You could tell by thc occasional mare
gin=-justified zines you would sces The rest of us were print
freaks or wmovie frcaks or whatevers who had little contact with
computers in our daily lifec (except, as cveryone, to gripe about
them and their @#8%* bills),

Incrcasingly, cven the low~tcech pcople, wordsmithics and the like
arc finding the computers morc accessiblce and incvitablce I have

a confessione I was thc no=tech typec until Dcccmber of 1982, I
may still be the no=tech type but I have a computers I have 16 K
at ny d%sposal for about $140 invested (using my own tapc recorder
and TV, ' : : :

Pausce This is morec of a commitment that a toy on which to
play crudc games (and believe me at 16K, in black and white,
without a joystick, they agre crude gamcs)e This is not a way
to balancc your checkbook = actually, my manual ncthod takes
nc 1/3 as long. This is not a way to vhilc awvay your time
"drawing" protty computer picturcs (becausc at 16K, on black
and whitc, numble, mumble)es This is not a way to do your
taxes -~ actually, my manual nethods takes, numble, numblos

This is a way to isolatc yoursclf from your family, quitec an
uncxpected detrinent when onc purchased it think this was a
fanily-typc dcale Since it looks like the 10-ycar old Pong
gancs comparcd to the 3~D multi-colored zoom-zoon arcade stuff,
it loscs the younger gencration pronte, Since it doesn't have
a printer (and if it did, it would look likc typinz on an
adding machine) it loscs the wife's intercest since it has no
usc in letter-writing or ATLANTA IN '86 typcsctting, ctc,

But in sun it is intercsting only to mne, I am an addict =
from the. recading -I have: doncy- I belicve I -have. succunbed to
"hacking'"e.e.programzing, or playing at programming, a conmpu=-
ter to do things for thc sake of doing things, Thc Tinex
distribution systen, the give~away price, and thec.low-tech
techniques of getting it to do something YOU want it to do
have led in two ycars to an "Uncle Clive" (Sinclair) cult in
England and a burgconing onc herc in the States. Although I
an just taking tentative steps at comnmunicating with the cult,
I feel very ouch as'I did whon discovering SFPA and burgconing
Southern Fandon a dozcn ycars agos Since it can be "worked"
on out of the home, it is giving risc to a cottage industry
of programminge I just:wrete a guy who sold nc a progran
listing (no casgsettc, just & nincofd shcet - not cven printed
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on his own conputer, but scparatcly typed) and sent hin

back, frce, ny modifications to his progran. I an trying _
to work up better.nodifications to one he also wrotc on bioe,
rhythns, but sincc he doesn't belicve in them, I'11 probably
wait for a later contact. ’ .

Enough of nce I have dropped Southern Fandon Confederation _
and ‘the ‘vidco apa I started four years ago not s0lcly becausc’
I"an now a confirned hacker but also because of good, Sube
stantial and legitimate rcasonse But something is happening .
in this land, dear rcader; Frank Herbert is sclling (well,
pushing) computers in a Book-of=-the~Month Club book, 01d-
fanzine hacker, Arnic Katz, is a featurcd columnist on hone
video/conputinge, Nancs fron fandom arc Cropping upe A
lettér apa fron many years agos The Cult, now has a najority -
of its nenbers composing their entries on personal conputerse
If fan groups used to pool for mincos, they will- soon pool . . .
for printers (I'n saving up for uine=-wvhon I quit expanding
the horizons of thc cheapic and get a full-function color
console vith disc drive, boards and three-digit-K meriory)e .. .

There “should be a theme in here somewhere = porhaps severals

I see the home computer:changing fandom (prcbably not the way
it changed ne) = clubzines are partially compuvritten now in
Baton Rouge and Atlanta, If fandonm can choose a brand like it
did with Gestetners - be it Atari, Commodores or whatever - -
there can be a major comlink between cities, videozines, and
all kinds of other goodicss These activities, I fearlessly
predict, will no longer be the domain »f the high techs = the
ordinary verbal-type fan is coming to the fore, I would not
have believed all this without experiencing ny own conversion,

Trust ne.
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by Wade Gilbreath

February: Humme I seernn to have lost the club notes for the
February neetings No problem. No one rcads the minutes any=
way, 'do they? If I can just fill up a half pages; no one will
know the difference. I think I'll talk about Elmo, our club .
Ghods - Elmo is a little fellow, about two feet high, made out
of thicky black plastice He appears to be . a knight complete
with armor and shicld, although whos of course, can truly
assess the appearance of a ghods He leans forward in a pre=
carious balance known to Elmo Votaries as the Penultinate
Angles, -For rcasons I can't quite fathom, the Penultimate Elmo

reminds me of Charlie Chaplin in a high wind, :

Well, I ‘'see by the pcn on the pad that I've padded the Febs
ruary notes enough, The next tine I lose the club notes, I'1ll
delve into such nysteries as the Stigmata of Elmo and his
rclationship to his consorty Bertha Venus.

March;méeting: 3/12/83:

Lihdafﬁaidg "Should we start?"

"Yééﬁyfsaid VoPo Julie Ackernann,
"Céii‘iﬁ;§:45",’commanded Prcz Linda.
"?esh; said Seé, Gilbreath, taking note of the'time.
"Welre starting", said Linda to the nasses,

The nasses took no notice, but continued to nass around the
rneeting roone

"Harunph! WE'RE STARTING NOWe" repeated Linda,

The nasses took startled notice and with one voice cried,
"Start usy Linda Riley!"

Anid the hubbub, Penny Fricrson appeared at 7:50., Receiving
their second shock in 5 minutes, the masses halted their hubw
bub abruptly; Penny had never before arrived at a neeting
before 8:00 P.M., <

The subdued nenbership sat quietly as Prez Linda covered
several announcenents concerning upconing conventions, the
nythical club teshirt; and the semi-nmythical club directorys
Then it was time for the nystery progran--Ward Smith'!'s survey
of S{lthemes in new nusice, And an interesting tine was had
by all,
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by Linda Riley
QEM;NI;;anstellation 11, March 25~27, 1983 (Huntsville, AL) :

LI S .

-About. 253 fans attendcd Constellation, which is on its way to
“beconing one of the quality art conventions in the Deep Southe
Southern artists were well represented with works by Kevin Ward,
Mark Maxwell, Bill Brown, Charlic Willians and several other
talénted artists, All of the art was of high quality and it was
estinated that this show turncd over about 23000,00,

Joe and Jack Haldcnan, the Guests of Honor, nade thenselves
accessible and fans found then both interesting and easy to talk
tos Kelly Freas unfortunately was unable to attend because of a
dental emergency, However, the ConCon took this in stride and
had a special Get Well card for Kelly designed by Charlie Willians
and signed by attending fans, This con also had the usual ¢éon’
sulte with beer and fountain soft drinks, hearts tourney, good
nasqueradey and.videos There were several excellent panels, -
including an artists! panel on "How to Break In" (the art '
business, not jewelry stores), and "Shoot the Chairnman" which"
sounds like target practice but actually consisted of several
past and present con chairnen answering questions fron the-
audience about the problemns of running a.con. - Everyone seened
to nix well at this convention. The ConCon was friendly, out-
going and helpful, If there were any problens, they were not
apparent, _ Co ‘ ' :

ASFICON 4, April 1=3, 1983 (Atlanta, Georgia)

If it had not been for the progranming, this yearts ASFICON
night well have becen a relaxicon. It was snall, but appeared
to have been planned to that cnd, There were several good
panels whick were lightly attended, Bob Maurus, Doug Chaffee
and their audience had a very interesting discussion on naking
a living in fantasy and SF art. Doug also gave his always
excellent slide show delineating his career in art. ASFICON
had a fairly broad spectrun huckster roon (considering the con's
snall size) with books, comics, weapons, t-shirts, prints, etc.
The art show was also small, but here again was an excellent
exhibit by prcs Chaffec and Maurus along with some very good
fan artists, o : '

The usual anenities were present--consuite stocked with beer
and soft drinks, hearts tourney, video roon, plus a. Saturday-
night dance featuring local Atlanta band "The Spies 6f Life",
The Atlanta folk say there will not be an ASFICON next year:
instead, all forces will be combined to produce ISTACON, a
super birthdaycon for Anne McCaffrey,
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by Kim Huett

((The pictures accompanying this article have a colorful history,
even though they are black and white. They are (1) mimeoed re-
productions of (2) E-stenciled copies of (3)Xeroxed reductions of
(4) penciled renditions of (5) photographic likenesses. Kim

took the pictures; Wade drew them and Charlotte did the rest,

For one reason oy the other, not all of Kim's snapshots are 1in-
cluded, so some of the "pictures" are word pictures, snd you

must use your imagination, --cp))

"Circulations are warm and fuzzy" so said
Marc Ortlieb in his conreport, Seo they
are and so they should be after a hard
year's conventioneering. That late in
the year, after all the reginnal cens,
the national con, etc., few if any feel
up to banquets, masquerades, serious
panels, etec. In keeping with this mood
Circulation 2 was a weekend party with g
little programming to give it some direc-
tion, Despite its low keyed nature,

many of Australia's more active fen
turned up to celebrate being fannish

one more time,

Circulation 2 was my third convention and
the first to which I took a camera. Con-
sequently, I went crazy with said camera,

ending up with dozens of lousy shots and ' \
a handful of good ones., In the interests Tt vl \
of satisfying curosity among U.S, fen sabout ' );f%$-;__"*
few down under, I sent copies of my better . '
shots to Charlotte for BSFC. 1In the true : -
spirit of fannish unselfishness, they de-
cided to share them with all the readers.,

KTM HURTT

-

Terry Frost:. Also known as "Jack" Frnst, Terry 1is sn ex-Svdnev-
slder who moved tn Melbourne and then Dubbo deen in the Nsw
countryside. Terry recently discovered the Joys of eontributing
to fanzines besides apas. Since then a stream of articles and
very gross cartoons has flooded from his pen He hag my vote as

the fan most likely to replace Darrell Schweitzer in Holier
Than Thou,.
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Peter Toluzzi--Massage fanatic, frisbee thrower par excellence,
leading Austraelian sleaze fan and all round actice, cuddly,
aggressively friendly person. Peter i1s misgsed by us down under
now he has chosen to live in the USA. Life goes on but 1ts

not nearly as much fun.

Carole Cranwell---Budding authoress and frequent organizer »f any
story writing competition or workshop (because she's a sucker
for such jobs). Carole is a short petite redhead around whom
it 1s exceedingly dangerous to make sexist or heightest jokes.

Eric Lindsay--Longtime fanzine fan, regular visitor to the USA

and computer freak, At the last national convention Eric revealed
that there were actually two of him (but refused to reveal whe-
ther they were brothers or clones). The American Eric Lindsay
drinks, attends cons, drinks, travels around the USA, drinks,

acts sleazy and drinks., The Australian Eric Lindsay is chained

to the word processor,

Tony Power--Well known Sydney con
fan and party thrower., Tony has
a reputation for having hig camera
there and ready to go at any and
every embarrassing moment that
occurs at any party or con he
attends. When it was noticed

at the Saturday nizht party he
had fallen asleep, those of us
who had brought camerzsz to the
con almost trampled to death
those sitting near the door in
our haste to record this once

in a lifetime event.

TONY POWER -===e—=~




Marc Nrtlieb--Marc was proving to me here
that he isn't really as good a TWAGA mem-
ber as he would have certain neople
believe. ((This shot was taken in the
bar, but T don't know what that has t56

do with Those Who Aren't Gettine Any-cp))
Now that Mare 1is moving from Adelatde to
Melbourne many people can't help but won-
. der if he might not just keen on goinge
" and move to the USA.

Leigh Edmonds--A noted Canberra hermit,

(due to renovations to the house) Leigh

decided to attend Circulation as 1t was

only ten minute's by foot from his home,
Now the renovations are finighed we hope
to see a little more of Valma and Leigh
at futurs cons.

MARC ORTLIEB

Womble (Karen Warnoch)--Rather than have a~ GOH like more ener-

getic cons, Circulations have mascots, This year the job fell

to Womble who is a short plump bouncy person well known for her

love of fluffy toys, ceremic owls and aleohol, She 1s a founding

Tember)of the "Anything With Lemonade In Tt Is Safe Organization"
AWLSO) . '

Gerald Smith--TIt was at Circulation that it was revealed that
Gerald's feet were two of the cutest in Australian fandom, T
even went as far as takling a photo of them which Womble later
sent to Gerald along with the news of his winning the Cute

Foot Award 1982. After this he will probsbly concentrate on
his apas a nd genzine (Pariah) rather than go to any more cons,
((Merlin, are you listening? Merlin has been heard to sav "T
never met a foo* I didn't like",--cp)) :
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John Newman--Another ex-Sydneyite now living in Melbourne.
John is obviously a SMOF in the training of various old time
BNFs living in Sydney. At the moment he 1is contributing to
two apas, organizing a con to be held in Melbourne during
Easter 1983 (called Funcon!!l), producing the newsletter for
the Space Association and is coordinator for FFANZ which 1s
a fan furid between Australia and New Zealand.

Robyn Johnson--Sydney's resident BNF who due to family pro-
blemg in England had to travel back there. This meant glving
up his flat and having various people look after his possese
slons, - I bravely accepted the job of lonking after and or-
.ganizing his fanzine collection, Trouble 1s, T'm not sure
I'11 have the willpower to give it back.

PROGRAM DIRFCTCR'S RFPNRT

.

April--by the time you met this, the April Club Party will be
history. (Every year, about this time, we get kicked out of
our meeting room, and so in the spirit of any excuse for a
Partyiedl. o

May--Annual Auction Timej!! Bring books, art, posters, strange'
things, to be auctioned off for ANVIL expensed. Jim Phillips
and Ward Smith, Auctioneers. Oh, and don't forget to bring $$§.

June--L-5 update, Warren Overton, The eagerly-awaited presen-
tation by one of our favorite program-people.

July=--Games Fen Play, Eric Ackermann. And you thought they
only played D&D!!

&
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BOOK REVIEW z
########################### by Pat Gibbs, Critiec in Fxile

-

FOUNDATION'S EDGE by Isaac Asimov (Dourleday 82) 366pp, *1l.,95

Last year was an abundance of riches for nostalgic SF fans, h
Heinlein's FRIDAY, Clarke's 2010 and Asimov's FAUNDATTAN'S FNCFem
all in 1982. The question immediately arises as to whether the
journey back to the storles of yesteryear falls into the "too
many trips to the well" category. My vote 1s cast: Run out -
and get this book., Of course, if you are on a limited budget,
there 1s always the SFBC edition (it's the April selection)

for $5,98, plus postage. ‘ :

This 1s-the fourth book in the Foundation Series (and you al=-
ways thought that it was a trilogy!). In my opinion 1t 1s the
first novel in the serles, I have just finished re-reading the
first three books and they really show their origins, If you will
recall from SF Higstory 101, the Foundation books were originally
published as separate stories in ASTOUNDING, from 1942 to 1950.
They were cemented together into three "novels" and published
sequentially from 1951 to 1953, The Avonpaperbacks, with those
great covers by Don Punchatz, were published in 1966 and sold

- for 60 cents each! But now I wax nostalgic. The first three
books read like novellas strung together on the Hari Seldon
Plan. You are constantly bumping into expository material in
the middle of the "novel® that is there only for the benéfit of
readers who came in late., FOUNDATION'S EDGE 1s a novel with a
beginning, middle and end. (The last constructed so there can be
a fifth book,} -

The story begins 198 years after the creation of the First
Foundation. For the benefit of any youne readers in the audience=
the Foundation was founded by the psychohistorian Hari Seldon
in the dying days of the Galactic Empire, He established it to
reduce (through the Seldon Plan) the Dark Ages until the rige
of a Second Emplre, that he foresaw with the scfence of psycho-
history, from 30,000 years to "only" 1000 years. ™ sn 1so-
lated planet a group of physieal scientists would safesuard
existing scientific knowledge from the barbarians, A totally
unforeseeable crisig, fifty years before the opening of the
novel, had brought out the Second Foundation from obseruity to
save the Seldon Plan from ruin., The Second Foundation was a
group of psychologists hidden away on a planet at "Star's End",
who were the true guardians of the Seldon Plan,

As the curtain rises, a First Foundation Councilor, Golan
Trevize, is exiled because he publicly avows the political heresy
that the Second Foundation had not been destroyed fifty years
previously; but rather was still controlling events so as to
implement the Seldon Plan. He can return to the Foundation

e
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only if he actually finds the Second Foundation, Trevige 1s
glven the latest technology starship, and the cover story  that
he is travelling with Foundation Historian, Janov Pelorat, in
search of the mythical birthplace of humanity, the nlanet Farth,
Meanwhile on the Sedond Foundation, the brilliant young
psychohistorian, Stor Gendibal, has concluded that the Plan 1s
running too . perfectly and therefore some outside force, far
more powerful than the Second Foundation, must be at work ‘
 somewhere in the galaxy, Their two quests eventuallv intertwine
‘and when théy are done the future of the Galaxy 1s forever
changed,’ ' R :

FOUNDATION'S EDGE 1is the work of g mature writer who 1s now
more comfortable with characterization and dialogue. It 1s ga°
more well-rounded narrative than any of the first three books,
which were populated with stock action figures of 1940's SF,
The story is of primary importance in the original trilogy,
~but -in this novel the author is capable of glving the reader a
little more than that, The heroes of FOUNDATINON'S EDGE are not
‘the wholly admirable (and rather one-dimensional) figures we
met years ago when we first discovered this universe., Which
brings us to another point, Asimov did not write this novel
while tied down to the universe he created over thirty years
880, We are rid of those constant references to "atomies" and
theworshipful approach to science. His writing here shows

the influence of the "soft" science fiction which has become
more dominate since the 1960's. The larger questions of free~
dom and free will take center stase in this story,

As with practically every Asimov novel that I have read, there
is a mystery, or two, at the heart of FAUNDATINN'S FDGE. That
is why T have not discussed the plot very much in this review,
Even though the reader has a parallel narrative with the two
protagonists, Trevize and Gendibal, proceeding towards their .
inevitable meeting; there is no omniscient narrator telling us
- who 1s dding what to whom, There is that wonderful discovery
. that everyone is not what they appear to be and the hindsight
that Asimov-"played fair" with us and had eiven us the clues
throughout the story, there for us to find if we only kept our
eyes open, By the end of the novel the principle plot 1ssues
have been resolved., But there sare larger mysteries which will
be the subject reportedly of another two books. We will have
a-second trilogy. My bet is that it will be sbout as good
(albelt not. as innovative) as the first Foundatlon trilogy.

One question which may arise is whether one should read the
original Foundation books before starting FOUNDATION'S EDGE,"

I would say that i1t 1s not necessary. I had forgotten most

- of the details of the first three books, which I had not read !.
in fifteen years, and I did not find any allusions which I diq
not understand., There is a short Prologue which should be '
adequate for the uninitiated, It would be an Interesting
exercise to read the trilogy first and see the work of the young
Asimove.knocking out another story for Campbell's ASTOUNDING;
and then to glide through the seamless narrative of this novel,
Enjoyl, and good luck in choosing Best Novel this year in the
Huge balloting, ,
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A FAR TYPOLOGY, Beth Lllllan & Charlle Wllllams, 102 S. ‘Ménden=
hall, Apt% # 13y Greensboro, NC 27403, $1.75 oo

This fan spoof is alrecady fanous. Wlth art by Charlle Williams
and néck-~anthropological text by Beth Lillian (the wonan who
taned the Terror of New Orleansg it relentlessly describes all
thosec people youfve gllmpsed lurklng in stairwells and dark
caverns at consg, B L _ : o

The plctures are oeyond price (ny favorlte is . that absolutely
nenac¢ing Fan Groupie)., Frank Brayman pointed. out a few odd

. Visual Jokes, which I'11 leave to aficianddos of that sort'of
thing-to discover for themselvess The chilling thing..about -
the caricatyres is how much they reseunble’ peOple I know.

(and ‘this would be a much riore 1nterestlng review if I. dared
to naue them). ' :

Charlle and I can't havc that nany coririon acqualntances. He
seens to have' tapped sone deep-running stream of archetypal

resenblances (Freudian, Junglan, or perhaps non=Euclidian)

‘that ‘gurgles dreanily through the fannlsh pbychet dark, .

horrifying, and funny~~very funny.

Beth's learned commentary zings everythlng that Charlle
nissess . The Engineer Type, for instance, "wears pajamas.at .
night". . The Elevator.Lizard, the Harlan Clone, the Snow _
Pnlncess, and all the rést have their darkest secrets re= = |
rnorselessly ‘revealed by the. 11ghtning-sharp scalpol of .
Lillianesque wite I predict that a whole new class -of -
fannish slang (and insults) has been born, ' The, 1ntroduct10n
hlnts at nany more fan types, so we may bc seelng a sequel.

~.

SOUTH ON PEACHTREE # Atlanta in '86, P O. Box 1009#, _ ;
Atlanta, GA 30319, Subo with $5 pre-supportlng membership.,,

South on* Peachtree is . the bldzine for Atlanta in- '86. ‘It .
introduces you to the menbers of the bidconnittee, and gets
you agquainted w1th their histories, talents, interests, etce

Surpr151ngly, 1t isn't the 1east dry or boring, Most of the.
content is like any other high~quality génzine, There are-two
biographles of Central Comnittee mnenbers; (apparentl we'lre
going to get the rest of.the CE.in subsequent issues) which. .
should be of great interest to those who want to” know what kind
of people are after their pre01ous wOrldcon..“

R



There is:one article of Chicon~ anecdutes by ‘the bidcon, and

another-on general conventlon_gguugéggl with further contri-
butions solicited from the readecrs, . There's reviews, a list
of pressupporting nenbers, the fawuub peach daiquiri recipe,
and a page on how to support the Atlanta bide The best part
is a really valuable article for neos un how to go to cons on

practlcally no noney at alls

The zine is quite classy-looking, w1th a good- layout, a
Willians cover, and interior illos frowi sone of the best Southe-
ern artlsts-(except for one dlsgustlnﬁ cartoon~-and you guys
know which one I tean). R
B1dz1nes like this are sonetnlng I hlbhly approve of. Nobody
is nore subject to rumors, scandals and intrigue than a World-
con bidcon, I can renenber, a few years back, hearing the
Chicon bidcon described in such terus as nade ne wonder how
such’nonsters of perversion and depravity found the gall to
clinb out of their holes and lay their sliny tentacles on the
sacred convention, Naturally, none of it was true, It's use=
ful to have a zine like this, so that everyone can get the

cormittee's attltudes and purnoses fron thelr own mouths.

DYNATRON # 77, ROy Taukett, 915 Grecn Valley Road NW, )

Albuquerque, N.M, 87107 = For the asklng.

Dynatron 1s a penzine fromn "3 old foul ot thd old school" as

Roy calls himself, It looks it, ~ItTs mineced in true old=
fashioned style (ne¢ art) on coarse grecn paper that looks as
though it's been saved since the 40's. I really thought, when
I first saw it, that someone had sent us part of his collection
by mlstake° e
But that's all irrelevant, A zine lch thls depends entirely
on its content,.and Dynatron has pIlenty ¢f contente - In this
issue, Roy tells the story of his Trip to the Soviet Union on
a special First Fandon tour, His group planned to visit seve
eral Russian cities to neet SF writers and explore bookstores,
Unfortunately, most of their plans were ruined by a combina-
tion of am inefficient travel agency, an indifferent Soviet
Writers! Union, and a tour guide who sounds as though he was
suffering a mental breakdown._;_ s e
They ‘actually did 5et to uect a fcw wrlters, and ROy reports
on what he found out about Soviet fandon, He .also-tells about
their popular mania for space, which really puts us blase
Anericans to shanme (though perhaps . Ru851ans Just have riore
reason to want to leave Earth). e
Thls is an’ 1nterest1ng 21ne, ~for” thuse of us who like travel
storiess ROy writes well in his crusty, ¢ld=fan persona,
I'm looking forward to his next adventure.
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THE. LOOKING 'GLASS # 2L, Stellar Fantasy_Society, Editor: Ben
Fulves, 56 Gordonhurst Aves,, Montclair, NJ 07043 == 50¢ -
The Lodking Glass is a truly superior zine, It's a general
interest clubzine of the same sort as ANVIL, only ruch better,
The Stellar Fantasy Society nust have a 1ot of talented nerie
bers, as well as access to professional printing. My one
technical gripe is, there are no_creditss

‘This’issue is short, with an"editcrial, two long articles, and
a lettercdlunn, The showpiece Is_Steve Miller's blood=curd=
ling tale of his adventures as cufabtor of the University of
Maryland, Baltinore Canpus' SF collection, It was every fan's
drean--negotiating for original fanuscripts, indexing all the
fangines in the world; setting up a_Freas art exhibit--but
alasy the evil forces of Mundania intervened, Not enough ime
portant ‘people were interested in the exhibit; just nasty,
insignificant people (students)._ _Steve's hours wereudrasiic-
ally cut, and he left in dispgust. This_ccllection "the largest
public holding of fanzines in the country", has languished for
years, still accepting and filing donations but without a
curator to properly index -and crganize them,- Can this be
tolerated? . Qf. .course not! I'd 1ike t0_suggest that .the
University of Maryland be nads a perhancnt part of every zine's
ngiling list. Maybe after they're knge-deep in fanzines, they
will realize their responsibility For the inportant history

of an Anmerican subculture they've been entrusted withs ° The
address is: UMBC SF Research Collcction, UMBC Library, 5401

Wilkins Ave.; Baltinmore, MD 27228, .
e other section that Anterestew ne was the lettercol,
Most of the writers were responding to_last nonth's articles
on Lovecraft and Tolkien (an_exceptional zine; no%?). While:
I haven't read Lovecraft recently erough to have any opinion,
I have sone very decided opinions on their criticisn of = .

The otlier section that nainly inTerestst iie was the

Tolkien~~specifically, The Hobbits

The Hobbit is a book that I recently rediscovered through
Nichol Willianson's nagnificent, drauatic reading fron Folke
way Recordss, - While I don't object to pecple disliking itee
just because I have good taste doesn't nean everyone has towe
é”@o;objegtutq;theip_dqing so_for illogical reasons. Got it?

The nain objection to The Hobbit Is_that it Jossn'f stand

alone=—in Ben Fulves' words, "...in order to enjoy and appre~
ciate The Hobbit I have to read both it and the entire LOTR .

trilogyecs''s Now this is an odd thing to say about a book that
was published, enjoyed and appreciated years before LOTR was
even conceived, People understood it -perfectly fron 1937 to
1954~=why it should strain anybody's understanding today is _
beyond)me. - (Maybe there's sone..relation to the decline in SAT
scores). b
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Tony Trull objects to Bilbo's being lucky, and also to the
"forces at work which the reader was never shown", ‘I don't
know-gbout his life, but nine has been greatly influenced by
good and bad luck, and by forces which I_knew nothing about
at:the tinmes Any book which didn't have these factors would
be extrenely unrealistic., /As for calling Bilbo a puppet!

An I the only person who noticed that the theme of the book
was Bilbo's growing self-deternination?

The only letter that really hurt was_Jessica Salmonsen's,
1t's painful to see a fantasy writer who thinks that "child-
ren's book" is a putdown, LAnd her statement "I bet your

reviewer gets sone flack, though, .There are fans who think

Tolkien is God and his books various_New Testaments" is -
enbarrassings - When a ninor writer criticizes a world-renowned
one, it's not very beconing to inply that his fans defend hin

because they're irrationals.. It smacks of envy.

I could go on .about this question ISr Lany pages more, but I
suppose '1'd botter stop now, Incidently, I just looked back
through the files and found thaf Cecilia reviewed the Looking
Glass several issues ago. She thought it was rottens. Evi-
dently the content has not always been this good, but It1l
be forgiving if the current quality is naintaineds

vl

Since there's some left-over spaCe, 1'Il answer a couple of
comnments on ny previous articles frum this issue's letter=-
column. Yes, Kim, my last revigw coluun was_definately jerky
and incoherent, I plead in my defense that I was an ultimate
last-ninute replacement, and did the whole thing in about two
hourse This time I went very_ slowly, and put in whole gobs
‘of: style just for yous, .- R :
Don D'Amuassa wonders what I had against the songs in The Last:
Unicorne I disliked them because _they were sentimental, vague,
and entirely contrary to the spirit-of the story. Peter Beagle
had several songs in the book which-could just as well have
been used; they're mocking and uneasy, bui_very beautifuls I
suppose Rankin-Bass_thought the public_couldn't deal with any=-
thing disturbing, so they put in some sappy lovesongs to pretty
the story upe I don't know if I would have disliked then so
much in another context; maybe it was their inappropriateness

_ that offended me. . . o

To update everyone on the review_policies: each issue I'll re=
view four zines., Like Cecilia, I'll try to do only those that
haventt been reviewed in ANVIL before, except in particularly
interesting casess S0 keep sending them in; eventually yours

will be reviewed,

These zines have already been revied in ANVIL: - THIS HOUSE,
HARLOT, CALLISTO RISING, THE LOOKING GLASS, NEOLOGY, BRSFL
NEWS, FILE 770, WESTWIND, PRIVATE HEAT, HOLIER THAN THOU, THE
PETER PRINCIPLE, NEKROMONIKON, YANDRO, GOBSTOPPER,

’ Ve MCKnight



WE ALSO RECEIVED:

Apple Catch-up
Marc Ortlieb
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